
Privacy Notice: Review of Staff Development and Support Provision for Academic Research across UK 
Higher Education Institutions – Research Active Academic Staff (October 2018 – October 2020) 

 
The Data Controller of the information being collected is:  

Michael Rayner l University of the Highlands and Islands  
Executive Office 
Ness Walk 
Inverness, IV3 5SQ 
Telephone: +44 (0) 1463 279000 

For any queries or concerns about how your personal data is being processed you can contact: 
 
• Michael Rayner, Dean of Research, University of the Highlands and Islands: michael.rayner@uhi.ac.uk 
 
This privacy statement relates to the following process: 
 
University of the Highlands and Islands/Oxford Brookes University research project: Review of Staff Development 
and Support Provision for Academic Research across UK Higher Education Institutions – Research Active Academic 
Staff (October 2018 – October 2020) 

Your information will be used for the following purposes: 
 
The purpose of the study is to help the research investigators to understand staff experiences of training and support 
for research-active staff across the UK’s Higher Education Institutions. This will help us understand their needs and 
expectations and how these are currently being met.  This will lead to a number of reports and publications that will 
be aimed at helping institutions and individual professional research support staff to consider their own provisions 
and to seek to develop and improve these where required.  The survey is intended to be completed by all research 
active academic staff, regardless of career stage or level of engagement with research at present (from Early Career 
Researchers to Professors of many years standing).  

Our legal reasons for using the data are:  
 
• You have given consent for the use by willingly providing answers and completing the survey 
• Use is necessary for the purposes of legitimate interests pursued by us or by a third party (in respect of us 

contacting you with this survey and analysing the results) 
 
The processing is undertaken by Vitae under the legitimate interest of the University of the Highlands and Islands 
and Oxford Brookes University.  The legitimate interest(/s) of the controller or third party is(/are):  
 
The research and data collated will ensure that the support and development training on offer at (and through) the 
University of the Highlands and Islands, Oxford Brookes University, and other Higher Education Institutions across 
the UK is appropriate and informed by the needs of research active academic staff in those institutions.  
 
It is intended that results from the questionnaires will be used in the production of a range of research, policy- and 
practice-related outputs, which are intended to help institutions consider their own provisions of research 
development and support, and to seek to improve and develop these where required.  It is also intended that the 
results and the research approach used in this study will be available for use in a broader international-based 
comparative study at a later stage 

Sharing of data: 
 
Please note that no personal data or specifics relating to any individual or organisation will be shared out with the 
participating institutions, which are: the University of the Highlands and Islands, and Oxford Brookes University.  
 



Your data will be retained for the following length of time:  
 
The data will be retained for not less than 10 years, and further data storage after that date will be reviewed with 
possible extension to permanent retention. 
 
The following rights are rights of data subjects: 
 
• The right to access your personal data 
• The right to rectification if the personal data we hold about you is incorrect 
• The right to restrict processing of your personal data 
 
The following rights apply only in certain circumstances: 
 
• The right to withdraw consent at any time if consent is our lawful basis for processing your data 
• The right to object to our processing of your personal data 
• The right to request erasure (deletion) of your personal data 
• The right to data portability 
 
You also have the right to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office about our handling of 
your data. 


